
 

 
Rocky Mountain Tool Collectors (RMTC) is a non-profit club 

whose purpose is to promote the collection, restoration, study, and un-
derstanding of the tools of early trades and crafts. 
 

Members’ interests cover all areas and trades, from carpenter and 
cooper to wainwright and wheelwright. Some members specialize in col-
lecting tools of one trade or even one brand of tool, while some have col-
lections that are more general in nature. Having a collection is not a re-
quirement for membership. All you need is an interest in old tools. 
 

Our meetings are generally based around informal ‘show and 
tell’ and ‘trade and sell’ sessions. We also have a short demonstration or 
talk on some aspect of tools, their history, uses, etc. There is usually a 
tool auction at the end of the meeting. The purpose of the meetings is to 
learn, share, meet some good people and enjoy yourself in a casual at-
mosphere. 
 

There are six local meetings this year in the Denver area and 
seven local meetings in the Albuquerque area. The Denver area meetings 
are held at a facility that will accommodate the club membership with 
ample room for displays, selling and demonstration tables. The Albu-
querque meetings are usually hosted by members at their homes. An An-
nual Meeting is held over Labor Day weekend, which draws collectors 
and dealers from all across the country, is held in convention facilities. 
 

Three times a year, RMTC publishes a newsletter, Shavings, 
Sawdust & Splinters. Our website is www.rmtc.org. The membership 
directory is distributed in March. Meeting notices are sent out prior to 
each local meeting giving location, time, program and hosts. 
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BY LAWS OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN TOOL COLLECTORS 

PREAMBLE 
Rocky Mountain Tool Collectors is a regional club incorporated in 
Colorado as a non-profit organization. There are no specific geographical 
boundaries; however, its regional character is intended to make 
communication among members easy. 

ARTICLE I NAME 
The name will be Rocky Mountain Tool Collectors. The official 
abbreviation will be RMTC. 

ARTICLE II PURPOSE 
The purpose is to promote the collection, study and understanding of 
tools of early trades and crafts and to share this knowledge and 
understanding with interested people and institutions. 

ARTICLE III MEMBERSHIPS 
Section 1.  Membership is available to anyone interested in the purpose 
of RMTC by completing the membership application and paying the 
dues. 

Section 2.  Members are entitled to attend the business portions of the 
Annual Meeting and all local and regional meetings, and to receive all 
RMTC publications. 

ARTICLE IV OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
Section 1.  Elected officers: The elected officers will be President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Directors. These officers and 
the immediate past President will comprise the Executive Board. 

Section 2.  Election of Officers: Officers will be elected at each Annual 
Meeting. The President will appoint a nominating committee, who will 
prepare a slate of nominees for the offices. The slate will be presented to 
the membership prior to the Annual Meeting. Additional nominees will 
be taken from the floor prior to voting. If more than one person is 
nominated for an office, the election for that office will be held by show 
of hands or a secret ballot. 
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Section 3.  Limitations of offices: The term of President and Vice Presi-
dent will be for two years each. The terms of Secretary and Treasurer 
will be one year each. The Directors will serve a three-year term, with 
one third of the directorships expiring each year. Officers may serve any 
number of years for which they are elected. Newly elected Officers will 
take office January 1 of the next year. 

Section 4.  Duties of the President: The President is generally responsi-
ble for the affairs of RMTC. He may appoint various committees as he 
thinks necessary or advisable. 

Section 5.  Duties of the Vice President: The Vice President, in the ab-
sence of the President, will assume the duties, responsibilities and au-
thority of the President. He will perform those duties that the President 
assigns him. 

Section 6.  Duties of the Secretary: The Secretary is responsible for care-
fully recording the minutes of the Annual Meeting and any other meet-
ings necessary. He will also mail meeting notices and newsletters as re-
quired. 

Section 7.  Duties of the Treasurer: The Treasurer will collect all dues 
and other monies owed RMTC. He will pay all bills, keep an adequate 
financial record, and provide a Treasurer’s report at the Annual Meeting. 

Section 8.  Duties of the Directors: The Directors will guide and assist 
the other elected Officers in their duties. The Directors may call a special 
meeting of the Executive Board upon agreement of two-thirds of the Di-
rectors. 

Section 9.  Duties of the Executive Board: The Executive Board will 
manage the business and affairs of RMTC. If a vacancy occurs on the 
Executive Board, the other Board Members will appoint a successor to 
fill the vacancy until the next Annual Meeting. If an Officer is not per-
forming the described duties, the Executive Board may remove him from 
office by a two-thirds vote. The Executive Board will meet at least once 
a year. 

ARTICLE V MEETINGS 
Section 1.  There will be at least one Annual Meeting of RMTC held 
each year. 
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Section 2.  The members in any local area may hold as many meetings as 
they wish. 

ARTICLE VI DUES 
Section 1.  An increase in dues must be approved by a majority vote of 
Members present at an Annual Meeting. 

Section 2.  Annual dues must be paid by January 31 to have the mem-
ber’s name remain on the active mailing list and be included in the cur-
rent membership directory. 

Section 3.  Dues paid by new members between September 1 and De-
cember 31 will be credited for both the current year and the next calendar 
year. 

Section 4.  A person whose membership has lapsed and who chooses to 
rejoin will be credited only for the year in which their dues are paid. 

ARTICLE VII AMENDMENTS OF THE BYLAWS 
These laws can be amended at any Annual Meeting of RMTC by 

two-thirds vote of those members present, provided that the amendment 
has been submitted in writing to the membership before the meeting. 
Adopted: September 6, 1981 
Amended: Sept. 5, 1987; Sept. 2, 1989; Sept. 1, 1990; Sept. 5, 1992; 
Sept. 1995. 

SHAVINGS, SAWDUST, AND SPLINTERS is RMTC’s newsletter 
that is printed three times yearly. Members are encouraged to submit ar-
ticles, ask questions or sell an item. Contact the SS&S editor listed on the 
“Officers” front page for further information. 

THE DIRECTORY is printed annually with members’ current infor-
mation. Updates and addendums are included with the distribution of 
Shavings, Sawdust, & Splinters. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN TOOL COLLECTORS will not sell 
mailing lists or labels however; we will include flyers for tool re-
lated events in our mailings if postage is paid by the advertising 
entity. 
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MEMBERS can use the RMTC name and logo in external displays, 
auctions, and sales if approved by the Officers and Board. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN TOOL COLLECTORS is frequently 
asked for members to demonstrate antique tools at local events. If you 
are interested in participating, contact an Officer or a Board Member. 

HOSTING A DENVER AREA MEETING 
1. Check with your co-hosts as to who is going to do and bring what.
2. Plan on finger foods for 70 (cookies, cupcakes, brownies, etc.)
3. Plan drinks such as coffee, iced tea, lemonade. (RMTC has ice chests

if you want to splurge on soda and ice.)
4. To help defray the costs, $ 60.00 will be provided.
Supplies needed: An extension cord for coffee pot, paper cups, cream, 
sugar, stirrers, napkins, paper plates, paper towels and large trash bags 
for clean up. A serving table may also be needed. 

GUIDELINES FOR RMTC LIFETIME AWARD 
1. Nominations for the Lifetime Award must be submitted in writing to
the RMTC Executive Board for their unanimous approval.
2. The nominee must be a member of RMTC for at least ten years.
3. The nominee shall have served RMTC in ways that have benefited the

membership above and beyond normal responsibilities.
4. Only one Lifetime Award will be presented in any given year at the
Annual Meeting.
5. This Lifetime Award means the recipient does not pay annual dues.

PAST LIFETIME AWARD RECIPIENTS 

Grace Goss 

CURRENT LIFETIME AWARD RECIPIENTS 
Cliff Fales 

Connie Fessler 
Dave Fessler 
John Gilmore  
Dave Miller 

Steve Scruggs 
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FAQ 
MEETING DATES AND NOTICES: Dates are listed in the members’ 
directory. Notices are mailed or emailed in advance of the meeting listing 
pertinent details. 

MEETING ETIQUETTE: Respect starting time of meeting. Wear a 
nametag. Spouses and guests are welcome. Unless noted, meetings are 
not open to the public. 

HOST/CO-HOSTS: Members are asked to volunteer as hosts to provide 
light refreshments at local meetings. A small subsidiary is provided for 
each meeting. 

DISPLAYS AT LOCAL MEETINGS: Members and spouses are en-
couraged to bring a display. A display can be a single tool or a group. 
The display should contain the owners name and educational info. 

SELLING TOOLS: Only members can sell tools. All tools for sale 
must have a selling price clearly marked on the tool. 

LOCAL MEETING MEMBERS’ AUCTION: Any member may 
place three tools or three lots in the auction. Selling member has one bid 
to protect their tool or lot. The buyer and seller are responsible for com-
pleting their transactions. Tools are sold as is. 

ESTATE TOOL AUCTIONS: RMTC will auction tools of a deceased 
members’ estate for free except for out-of-pocket expenses. RMTC will 
auction non-members estate tools for 10%. Winning bidders pay auction 
staff at the END of the auction. Checks or cash only, small bills are ap-
preciated. Call an Officer or a Board Member for details. 

ANNUAL MEETING: This special meeting is held over the Labor Day 
weekend alternating between Albuquerque and Denver. Members of oth-
er tool collecting organizations are invited to attend. Notice of this event 
is sent well in advance to each member listing registration fees, planned 
events and other pertinent information. 

ANNUAL MEETING DISPLAYS: Displays are encouraged for both 
members and spouses. A panel of judges will award displays which they 
deem best. 
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Criteria include the displayer’s name, title of display, information about 
the display and its general overall appeal. An award is given for the best 
spousal display also. 

ANNUAL MEETING AUCTION: Members may pre-register three 
tools or three lots. The member is allowed one bid to protect their tool or 
lot. The member is charged a 10% fee on sold tool or lot. Selling 
members are paid at the end of the auction or ASAP. Auction staff 
prefers all payments be made at the END of the auction. Cash and check 
only. Tools are sold as is, where is. 

MEETING DATES AND NOTICES: Dates are listed in the members’ 
directory. Notices are mailed or emailed in advance of the meeting listing 
pertinent details. 

WEB PAGE: Do you have a web page dedicated to a tool-related topic? 
You can have a link added to our site to share your information with 
others and get more feedback from the tool community. Contact the Web 
Master on the “Officers” front page. 
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