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December 2023 

 

Surveying for a Career 

By Jack Boyers 

Surveying for a career 

I, Jack Boyers appreciated the 
opportunity to share my career of 
surveying with the club at the annual 
meeting. Don Burd asked me to share 
some comments about my surveying 
career for the newsletter. After high 
school I planned on attending the Paul 
Smith Forestry School in upstate New 
York to become a forest ranger. I found 
out they stressed surveying in their 
program, so I found a summer job on a 
local survey crew in Ohio. Along came 
the first of August and I got word from 
the school that they only accepted 90 
students and had too many out of state 
students and not enough local students. 
This led me to not being allowed to go to 
that school that fall. Started at Ohio 
University, taking forestry classes, 
hoping that I could go into the Paul 
Smith school next session. After a year of 
college, I needed a job, so I went to work 
for the largest engineering firm in 
Toledo Ohio, as a rodman on a survey 

crew. 

I soon became the guy running the 
instruments, then lead 1 crew and 
ultimately 5 survey crews. Spent 6 years 
at this firm before moving to Colorado. 
Here are a few survey incidents.  

In Ohio I was chopping down brush in 
some woods to clear a line of sight, set 
my machete in a rotten log to rest and 
found out it was full of angry bees, the 
crew end up with a total of 40 bee stings. 

I was wading in a creek in March, with 
my hip waders on, holding a surveying 
rod taking flowline elevations, when I 
stepped into a hole in the creek an got 
stuck in the mud, end-up cutting off the 
waders and swimming out of the creek. 

Vicious dog, client told us if dog was in 
yard with 6-foot-high chain link fence, 
we would have to come back later to 
survey. Yes, the dog was in yard, and 
snarled as we came up to the fence and 
angrily bounced off the fence. Gave him 
a meat sandwich and he followed us 
around the rest of the day. 

Continued… 
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Surveying continued: 

Got shot at 4 times in Ohio by upset property owners. 3 misses and one shot hit the truck as we 
were leaving the site. Moved to Colorado in 1974, in 1976 got licensed as a Colorado Land 
surveyor. In 1978 I got elected Boulder County surveyor (Basically, a figure head position in a 
Colorado county). 

Helped the city of Longmont surveyor determine that the land section corner at 3 Ave. and 
Hover Road was 23.1 foot west of where is should have been monumented. This was the survey 
corner that surveyors had used since the 1920’s but was in the wrong place. This corner 
affected the deeds to houses in 17 surrounding subdivisions. After being threatened with a 
lawsuit by all the local surveys, I told the City of Longmont it was their call and I would not sign 
off on the real location, and just kept maintaining survey records in the county courthouse. To 
this day the City never pursued this issue. 

One more story, my county survey crew was in the mountains doing a survey when the lady 
adjacent property owner told use to get off her property. Not wanting to confront this 
landowner, my crew picked up their gear, with the crew chief telling my instrument man to pick 
up the gun (slang term for survey transit) and take it to the truck. This lady called the county 
sheriff and told them my crew had just threatened her with a gun. After a visit from the sheriff, 
it was determined not to be a threat, but to this day I know the lady thinks we threatened her. 
Many other stories, but surveying is not for the faint of heart.  

- Jack  
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Remembering John Gilmore 

RMTC member John Gilmore, of Golden CO, passed away on May 26, 2023, just a week shy of 
his 88th birthday.  John had been a member of RMTC since the late 1970s, had served as club 
President, and had been one of those pivotal members who helped to build RMTC into the kind 
of club that we know and love today.  His dedication to the group had earned him a Lifetime 
Membership. 

John’s interest in tools covered a wide variety of crafts, but he especially liked to collect 
hammers, fencing tools, saw sets, vises, planes, and other carpenter tools.  John put together 
many fantastic tool displays over the years, which won him numerous awards at club meetings.  
He also donated large portions of his collection to museums.  

He was known as a smart, friendly, knowledgeable, and honest member of RMTC, and he set a 
good example for the other members of the group.  John Gilmore will be sorely missed by all of 
us who knew him and called him a friend. 
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Remembering Buzz Engleman 

 

Buzz passed October 8th, after his battle with cancer. Buzz was long time member of 
the rocky mountain tool collectors. He was highly active in the club, Always ready to 
host or help and even served on the club board for a few years. His energy and 
curiosity were infectious, and he was a welcome sight at every meeting he attended. 
Buz zwas not a huge fan of driving through Denver, but he showed up to annual 
meetings in town and the surrounding area. One year he spent the night in his 
camper, parked in the lot of a busy bar in Golden, just to score a spot for the 
morning tail gate sale. His talents for finding a good deal or a ‘Whats It’ for discussion 
were unmatched. Thank you Buz zfor just being you and sharing yourself with the 
rest of us. 
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From Our Past 

 

Handy Tips (Disclaimer - I'm not recommending these 'tips' since I personally haven't tried 
them. You're on your own if you do!). 
 

• Hardening Wood for Pulleys - After a wooden pulley is turned and rubbed smooth, boil 
it for about eight minutes in olive oil; then allow it to dry, when it will become almost as 
hard as copper. 

• To Preserve Steel from Rust - Paint the articles over with white beeswax dissolved in 
benzole; the benzole rapidly evaporates leaving the steel covered with a thin coating of 
the wax. As the solution is very volatile it should be kept in a bottle tightly corked. 

 
Sources Cited: 

SCRIBNER'S LUMBER & LOG BOOK 1907 edition. Published by S.E. Fisher, Rochester, N.Y. 
 
LEE'S PRICELESS RECIPES of 1895. Published by Algrove Publishing Limited. 
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                        President’s Message 
 
I would like to thank the board and all the 
others that helped make the 2023 annual 
meeting a huge success! We had a good 
turnout, some new members, many great 
displays, tables full of tools for sale, and as 
always, a fun auction! If you did not make it 
plan to attend next year. All dates for 2024 
meetings are on our website and Facebook 
page.   
As always, we had elections for the upcoming 
year. The board stayed the same except we 
have a new secretary, welcome Kent 
Krueger!!! Thanks to Bill Lloyd for his service 
to the club last year. Consider running for 
office next year, it is not much work, a great 
group, and we can always use new ideas. We 
tend to be stuck in the original cordless 
world!  
I have now been a part of RMTC long enough 
that I am no longer one of the young 
members. With covid and our Zoom meetings 
we lost some of the personal touch and 
comradery. It is great to feel that again, and 
with several new and younger members I see 
a bright future for old tools.   
With garage sale and outdoor auction season 
coming to an end, get in the shop. Organize 
your collection, clean some tools, build that 
project you have been putting off, or put 
together a short program for one of our 
meetings. We are always looking for 
presentations and believe it or not you know 
something that we do not!!!!!  
Tom  
 

 

Editor’s Ramblings 

After nearly a year we're back! We survived 
several medical events (and recovery!) for me and 
a big move and work promotion for Kelsey. Now 
it's time to get back at it! 

    I can report that the Club is doing fine. We've 
elected new officers and re-elected some of the 
existing, sadly had several of our longtime 
members pass on but have gained new members. 
But the more things seem to change the more 
they stay the same. RMTC club meetings remain a 
great gathering place to spend a few hours 
discussing (sometimes lying...), displaying, looking 
at, fondling and buying tools! Still what I most 
enjoy is just being around all these tool collectors 
who are just having a good time - the time goes by 
way too quickly. Thanks everyone! 

    Since I mentioned 'displaying' - it seems to me 
that we are seeing fewer displays at every 
meeting. Displays don't have to be 'award winning' 
and could be a single tool - something of interest 
for us to gather around (you'd be surprised at 
what "turns a tool collector crank"!) Displays don't 
necessarily have to be a 'collectable tool' but could 
be a new tool or addition to your woodworking 
shop. Or a new product/technique for 
restoring/repairing antique tools ( this CAN really 
start a discussion!) And now since I mentioned 
"discussion", we are ALWAYS looking for someone 
to give a talk or demonstration at the monthly 
meeting - I've given several over the years and 
have never been booed or had things thrown at 
me. I'm sure most of you have something of 
interest to share.  Enough of my ramblings - see 
you Sunday, January 7th at Red Rocks. 

Don 
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RMTC Annual Meeting 

September 9th, 2023 

    This year our Annual Meeting was held on Saturday, September 9th, at the American Legion 
in Longmont Colorado. This site can't be beat! The Legion boosts a huge, open meeting room 
with easy access for unloading and loading tools, plenty of parking and a separate room for 
dinner. It's the second year in a row that we have used this place, and I haven't heard a 
negative word about it. The meeting room was packed with sales tables, display tables, auction 
tables and snack tables for the steady stream of eager tool collectors to roam about. I would 
say if you didn't find at least something of interest then you weren't looking very hard or you're 
not really a tool collector. We even got to see some of our tool collecting brethren from New 
Mexico - yippee!   

    Speaking of displays - there were plenty! Unfortunately, there are only four awards that are 
given when I actually think every display was a winner. This year's winners were: 'Best of Show' 
by Ken Burris - Patented American Transitional Planes: 'Second Place' by Richard Juday - 
Some of My Favorite Slide Rules: 'Best Single Tool' by Fred Mares - Handled Screw Box, Tap & 
Plug: 'People's Choice Award' by Steve Gosselin - Caliper Rules. Good job fellas - all were 
outstanding! Also, each year RMTC gives 'The Dave Miller Award of Excellence' to one 
deserving member. This year's winner was , your humble editor, Don Burd - yikes! I was 
speechless and surprised beyond belief especially when I think of the many other members 
who deserve this other than me... 

    As always, we had a fun auction with many, many quality tools for sale. The items were from 
estates of past members, donations and current members. Lots of bidding and good-natured 
bantering made the auction the highlight of the meeting. Thanks go to Steve Scruggs and Steve 
Gosselin (and their many helpers!) for putting this on - I can only guess at the huge number of 
hours it takes to put them together! And thanks, also goes to our hard-working Treasurer for 
keeping it all straight - Thank you Richard! While I'm at it I want to say "thanks" to all the others 
who had a hand in putting this event together. This meeting wouldn't have been possible if it 
wasn't for all of you - we can never thank you enough for everything you did. 

    After the auction we all settled down to a delectable meal from 'Georgia Boys' barbeque. I 
don't think anyone went home hungry (if they did it was their own fault!). A little bit of last-
minute buying and looking for deals or searching for that tool you saw earlier and decided you 
needed (while you were eating dinner) so badly but couldn't remember whose table it was on... 
And then the chore of packing up and saying good-bye to some of the best folks you'll ever 
know. 
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            Best of Show - Ken Burris 
'American Parented Transitional Planes' 
 

   Second Place - Richard Juday 
'Some of My Favorite Slide 
Rules' 
 

    Best Single Tool - Fred 
Mares 
'Handled Screw Box, Tap & 
Plug’ 
 

Setting up sales tables - busy, 
busy... 

People's Choice Award - Steve Gosselin 
                 'Caliper Rules'  
 

One of our new members - 'dog tired' after 
a day of looking at and buying tools! 
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Bits and Pieces 
 

• 1870 - Henry Disston's oldest son, Hamilton, who served in 
the Union Army, joins the firm. The firm becomes Henry 
Disston & Son and this mark is now etched on their saws. 

• 1871 - Henry Disston's second son, Albert H. Disston, is 
taken into the firm and the name becomes Henry Disston 
& Sons. Later, the three remaining sons will join the firm - 
Horace C., William and Jacob S. Henry purchases land and a 
saw mill at Tacony, in the northern part of Philidelphia and 
moves operations there. 

• 1878 - Henry dies on March 16th in his 59th year. 
• 1900 - Stanley introduces the 'Zig-Zag' rule. 
• 1923 - A Stanley #1 'smooth' plane costs $3.55 and a #5 

'Jack' plane costs $6.05. In 1929 the cost for a #1 had 
dropped to $2.95 and for a #5 had dropped to $4.80. 

• 1901 - A Union Manufacturing Co. #0 'smooth' plane 
(equivalent to a Stanley #1 'smooth' plane) costs $2.25. 

 

Sources cited: 

Pamphlet - Historical Summery of the Disston Saw Works 

Pamphlet - Milestones in the Growth of Stanley Tools 

Stanley Tools catalog #120 (1923) - The Stanley Works, New Britain, 
Conn. 

Stanley Tools catalog #129 (1929) - The Stanley Works, New Britain, 
Conn. 

UNION IRON AND WOOD PLANES catalog (1901) - UNION MFG. CO. - 
New Britain, Conn. 

 

Officers 

2024 RMTC Officers 

President - Tom Wiersma 

(307) 742-1933 

Vice President - Ken Burris 

(505) 872-2373 

Secretary - Kent Krueger 

(970) 635-9027 

Treasurer - Richard Juday 

(303) 774-9700 

Immediate Past President - Leo 
Stambaugh 

(303) 519-0716 

Board of Directors 

Jason Fink - (505) 266-1908 

Taylor Maxwell – (832) 314-1487 

Steve Gosselin - (720) 338-4483 

Newsletter Editors - Kelsey & Don 
Burd - (720) 202-1372 

Web Master - Jason Fink  

(505) 266-1908 

Email Master - Fred Mares 

(970) 586-4668 
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Check It Out 
Here are a few suggested FaceBook 
pages you might find interesting. If you 
have (or know of) any others that we 
may find interesting, please let me 
know and I will include them in the 
next newsletter. 

• Fans of Rocky Mountain Tool 
Collectors 

• Collectors and Researchers of 
Union Mfg Co and 
Birmingham/Derby 

• Millers Falls Tool Group 
• Hand Plane Techniques and 

Information 
• MWTCA 
• Tools as Art - Art as Tools  
• Antique and Vintage tools 

Forum 
• Rhykenology: The study of 

Wooden Planes 
• Hand Plane Central 
• Hand Plane Building, 

Restoring and Collecting 
• CAN I HAVE IT 
• Workbench Builders 
• Vintage Drill Use, Collecting 

and Restoration 

 

                                        WANTED!! 

 
Wanted: Ride wanted to and from RMTC 
meetings from Colorado Springs. Please contact 
Brian Judd at 719-632-4956. I'm flexible and have 
money for gas. 

Wanted: Union Mfg. Co. #34 Transitional plane. 
Prefer that it be in be complete and in 'Good 
Plus' condition (or better). Will consider a plane 
for restoration and/or missing parts. Contact Don 
Burd at 720-202-1372 or email 
historicdonburd@hotmail.com. 

For sale: I'll (Don Burd) be selling a variety of 
tools at cost (plus $1) at the next RMTC meeting 
on January 7th at Red Rocks Community College. 
All tools for this sale will have a 'blue dot sticker' 
on the price tag. Please don't ask for further 
discounts cause "you ain't gonna get one"! This 
will be your last chance before I start selling them 
online. I will also be selling tools at my regular 
asking prices. 
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DEALERS ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 

 

Whitney House Antiques Tool Shop 

“Celebrating 40 Years” 

Specializing in Antique Woodworking Tools for the Collector and 
Craftsman 

Oak Ridge, NJ 07438 

~ Buying & Selling ~ 

Linda Mariconda 973-879-1101 

lmariconda@outlook.com 

 www.whitneyhousetoolshop.com 
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